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North Center neighborhood wel-
comes you to this 3 bedroom/2 
bath simplex Home. Brazilian cherry 
hardwood floors,  11 ft. ceilings with 
crown molding throughout. Spacious/
wide LR/DR with WBFP. Kitchen has 
42” cabinets,  granite counter-top with 
breakfast bar,  GE Profile S.S. Appli-
ances. Master with whirlpool tub/
separate shower/double sinks/ELFA 
closets throughout. Front balcony + 
huge rear deck. Common roof deck 
with city views. Attached 1 car garage 
included.

Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

773-770-7002

CALL ME NOW!
Michael F. Parish, Broker

1933 W. Irving Park Rd.  

Unit 2

UNDER CONTRACT

BY RONÁN BRENNAN

Attention! Illinois is moving 
ahead with the new testing plan 
which replaces ACT with SAT, 
making 2017’s students the first to 
experience the change.

In early 2016 ACT lost its ad-
ministrative appeal, and the Il-
linois State Board of Education 
then began negotiating a contract 
with the College Board. The Col-
lege Board had won a three-year, 
$14.3 million bid to give its exam 
to all public high school juniors in 
Illinois. Rival ACT protested the 
award in Dec., 2015, and lost.

The nonprofit has been making 
inroads in the Midwest, though its 
SAT exam is more widely known 
on the East Coast. Though the 
state has now brokered the deal 
for the SAT to be our state’s ‘go 
to’ exam, you may still sit for the 
ACT tests independently should 
you or your children believe it is 
the best option. The ACT exam 
has been popular in Illinois, with 
the test being given to high school 
juniors for the past 16 years. 

Some 143,000 public school 
juniors in Illinois are now ex-
pected to take a revamped SAT 
this spring. Maybe this is a good 
thing. After all, the SAT provides 
slightly more time for test takers 
while offering 61 fewer questions, 
and is available eight times per 
year rather than six. But now Il-
linois goes from a structure with 
sections in English, Math, Read-
ing and Science, to one that pre-
dominantly measures competen-
cies in Math with Evidence-Based 
Reading and Writing. 

Which one is better for you?  
Learning is hard, at 32 this  

reporter still finds this the case. 
But learning on the build-up to 
college for many youths might be 
the hardest book-learning of their 
lives. 

Learning with pressure, expec-
tations, uncertainty… not know-
ing what road life would take one 
down, always amazed by those 
who knew for certain where the 
next 10 years of their lives lay, 
these are just some of the natural 
thought patterns of a 16 to 18-
year-old on the cusp of college 
testing. 

It is a time of more import than 
most children realize, and a time 
when all those test takers could 
benefit from some individual guid-
ance. And with this newly imple-
mented mandate, this is perhaps 
more relevant than before. 

Matthew Pietrafetta, founder 
of Academic Approach, based 
in Lincoln Park, was questioned 
whether children can do more to 
prepare for standardized tests, 
and can they determine which test 
holds the most potential for their 
individual skill sets?

“These are tests you can abso-
lutely prepare for and determine 
which test is best for you,” Pi-
etrafetta confidently assured our 
readers. Pietrafetta conceived 
Academic Approach in 2001, af-
ter tutoring high-schoolers in SAT 
and ACT preparations on the side 
of his teaching college freshmen 
at, Columbia University, in New 
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York. Here he gained a unique 
perspective working with students 
in college, as well as those trying 
to get into college. 

And so Pietrafetta began to iden-
tify where he believed the system 
failed to give each student every 
opportunity at success. “After 
years of teaching and looking at 
the test preparation industry, I saw 
that it was mainly aimed at tips 
and tricks to try to beat the test, 
and not focused on the curriculum 
or developing skills. What we do 
here is take an academic approach 
to standardized testing, so students 
can be prepared for whatever they 
encounter.”  

The Academic Approach institu-
tion aims to provide a customized 
instruction for each participant. 
“To begin we offer a complimen-
tary diagnostic of each student, to 
identify their strengths and where 
improvements could be made. We 
look at everything from aptitude 
in subjects down to how fast a per-
son reads. With this in mind, we 
can also determine what kind of 
test best suits an individual.” 

After completing a “diagnos-
tic,” Academic Approach will pair 
the student with their own mentor 
and begin a three part process. Part 
one entails skill building, working 
to develop individual skills in ap-
proaching exam content. 

Part two involves the applica-
tion of these skills towards a va-
riety of problem based questions 
with increasing time pressure, in 
order to develop accuracy and ef-
ficiency. 

Part three is conditioning for 
the exams. As Pietrafetta puts it, 
“you don’t run a marathon with-
out training, and it’s the same 
for a three-hour-plus exam. We 
simulate multiple practice tests to 
work on exam concentration and 
endurance. After this, the student 
and their mentor view and grade 
the exam together. We believe this 
approach adequately equips the 
student for what lies ahead.”

But it could be said that children 
have enough going in their lives at 
this time. Why attempt a unique 
form of tutoring over a more stan-

dard one? Why would it be in the 
best interest of students to choose 
a test, instead of just simply going 
with the state selected one? 

Simply put, what is good for the 
masses is not necessarily good for 
the individual. 

“I advise people to take these 
tests and their options seriously 
as they both affect a student’s col-
lege acceptance rates,” said Pi-
etrafetta. “We have assisted over 
10,000 students prepare for these 
exams with improvement rates 
seen across the board. But addi-
tionally what we are providing is 
what we call ‘teaching beyond the 
test.’ Assisting a student to know 
their own capabilities better and 
discover the best way for them 
to tackle any problem. Not just in 
standardized testing, but moving 
forward into college work, and 
their chosen career.”

Before the mandate was passed, 
this was a time of uncertainty for 
students and their families, with 
many unsure of what approach to 
take towards state examinations. 
Fewer than 6,000 high school 
graduates in 2015 took the SAT 
in Illinois, compared with about 
157,000 who took the ACT. But 
now, as Illinois educators take a 
different approach to how stu-
dents proceed through the educa-
tion system, perhaps it’s time that 
we examine an academic one.
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